
CBD - Biodiversity not adequately understood

NEW

  

  

It is the lesser known of the two framework conventions that emerged at  the Rio Earth Summit
of 1992; it also deals with a concept more  difficult to comprehend. But the Convention on
Biological Diversity is  the international agreement that protects life on earth, and thereby, 
should be the base for all environmental discussions.

      

In 2012, India  will host the most important meeting relating to the United Nations  Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD) — the 11th Conference of  Parties (COP-11) — at Hyderabad,
from October 8-19. This fact is hardly  known outside environment circles.
This is the first COP of the CBD  process, after the United Nations declared 2011 to 2020 as the
‘Decade  for Biodiversity'. Judging by past records, COP-11 and its preceding  meetings can
attract as many as 5,000 participants, including around 100  environment ministers. In addition
to chairing the current COP, India  will retain the presidency of the CBD process till the next
COP in 2014.
Unlike  the build-up to the COPs of the United Nations' Framework Convention on  Climate
Change (UNFCCC), there is less media and public attention for  COPs related to CBD. Each of
the COPs related to the Climate Change  Convention gets significant media and public
attention. The Climate  Change COPs in the recent years — held in Bali in 2007, Copenhagen
in  2009, Cancun in 2010, and Durban in 2011 — got universal attention.  (...)

The article:
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